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- {Notey The infommation presented as an atvtachment ‘oc-repmsents the
copplete original English text of the Viet l'inh decument entitled The Franco-
Viet Nam Conflict which is admittedly propapanda. Two copies of thid document,
one 1n Engiish and one in French, werc made availeble in May 18L7 by & repre-
sentative of the Viel Ham Department of Infowmation. The two texts dirfered
considerably in detail., This is not unusual - it 1s simply the result of two
different iranslators iranslating direcily from Annamese Into two differomt
languages. Annamese, being a rether cormensed lanpuage, 18 subjeut to considerable
variation in translation. It will Le noted thot this Bnglish text is superior
to that usuzlly emanating from Viet linh sources (and hence is left in its
original rorr 1including second prefervgnce spellings of cities, etc.) and is
presentor hers Lecsuse of the 1ight Uhrown il Viel den propaganda uethods, the
semi-concealed sugrestions, innuendos ang indiscretions conteined in it, anc as
a possible cross check on information previously reported from rival sources. )

THE FRANCO-VIZTNA' CONFLICT

CaAriil §
NOSTILITIES IM COCHINSHINA ~ ATTEMPTS TO SAROTAGE PEACE

The couflict betveen Vietnan and Frence was lennchaod with nlaring nrowedis.
CLotien on 1 Decepber 1946 by bhe French colonialists whe wnnhed Lo roghors Gheir
eircivhile colenial power in Victnom by force, '

It wms the inevitable outcone of a series of undernarnd machin tvions and oro-
vocative ackion vhich aimed at anainilaling the ncvhorn independence whlch Viete
nan had won at the price of her oun blocd,

French attack against the Scuth: With effective power firmly in the hands
of the new Provisional Government following the victory-crouncd nationel Revelutinm
of August 1945 and the abdication of Emperor Bao-Dai, the last sovereign of uhe Heguyen
dynasty, President HO ¢hi Mivh solemnly proclaimed to the entire world Vietnam®s
independence on 2 3eptember 1945, i

On 22 3eptember 1945, exactly 20 days after the declaration of imdependence,
the French colonialists staging a hurried come-back launched their treacherocus
ertack against Saigon, the Vietnsm southern metropolis, For the Vietnam peopls
there could be no othsr answer than RESISTANCE, resistonce without Limit, resis-
tance te the utmost, :

As fighting went on with increasing feroelty, Irench troops aradually extended
their control over ncarly 21l the big southern eities up to lha Trang.

But everywhere at the countryside and throughout the sprawling hinterland,
Viatnomese troops and popular formations remsin the undisputed masters of the situe
ation., The bitter struggle entered its £ifth month when there came about, after
painstaking negzotiationa, the March 6 Agrecments.

The iarch 6 Agreewents: An Instrument of Peacs, Article One of the Praliminary
Comvention focomnizeb Vietnam as 2 free state having its government, its Parilament,
its Army cad its finance within the framevoris of the Indochinese Federation - =1 the
French Union., The Future status of Cochinchine s to be decided by way of . ferendum.

Article Two stipulated that the Vietnan Government vwas to extend friendl; re-
cepbion to the incoming French troops who were ito relieve Chinese occcypation forces,

In Arbicle Three, the two high contracting parties pledged themselves te take
all adequate measures in order to end hostilities at once, It was furthermers agreed
that negobiations were to be starited st the sarliest date either in Hanoi, Saigon or
Paris in view of solving pending problems bstween the two countries, notably Vietnam's
diplomatic representation sbroad, Indochina®s future status, snd Francels cultural
and economic intorests in Vietnam. .

The Vietnam Govermment was proanptad $o sign the March 6 Preliminary Agreementa
by a deeply~felt and self-consistent conviction. These agreements vere and should
have been the first step toward s lasting harmonization of Fronco~Vietnam relations.
They were and should have been an effective contribubion to peace and appeassment
between the two peoples vhose antagonism already sadly deepened by 80 years of ruthless
colonial exploitation, might yet be made unbridgesble by the S-month old armed hos.
tilities in the South,

Y
FREE

REFERENCE CONTER LBRAR

Approved For Release 2001/03/05 : CIA-RDP82-00457R000700550009-9




Approved For Release 2001/03/05 CIA-RDP82- 00457R000700550009 9
34015

Such rapproachsieut wes all tihe casier as vith the overuhelming majority of
the French people in favor of Vietram and with the provisions of the March accords
puarsntesing respect of Viebtnamis wovereimniy, there should have bsen no fundae
mental couse for disamgarernt snd discord betvecn this eountry and France.

" Such vere not; however, the vicus of the French colonial circles who “nd
their vested inberest in Vietnam and least of all of those who claimed to be
France's represeniAtives in Indochina, For these circles - prominent among whom
is the French Hisn Commisgicner Admiral Thierry < ‘Arazenlieu - the larch 6 agree-
ment, were, and - in fact covld not have been anything else then & mere "breathin
spell” vhich France’s inmternal diffisulties and the internatiomal situation rendered
necess

Had not Admiral €% rgenlie. himself once spoken of these asresments as a

po !.:f.tma'! expediency uhexmy he nope,d to "alce back by nerotisbions what has beesn
granted by concessions"? Idttle vonder, thoreforc, that this French High Commissioner
had 1oft no stones unturned in v atmm at nought all the solemn committwents which
he had once sisgned with Viehnar on beholf of his cou.:ﬂtrv France.

Violations of the March 6 Aprecments: Fivst and foremost was the systematic
pragecution of military operations in Gochinehina resardless of breaty-stipulation
providing for immedizte cessation of hostilities. In Justxflcation of his action
the French tigh Commissioner issued on latrch 12 a communique stating that the
Convention did not apply to Cothinchina, the very place where hostilities were raging.

Various proposals were made by the Vietnam Government for the creatic of a
truce commission in Cox nmchin(ra They were invariably rejected without erlanations
wiile in different opersiionzl seetors the French High Command literally ~x nnoned
Vietnamese commanders and their troops to present themselves at French po: s and
surrender their arms, The latter's refusal provided the colonialists witl .he
sought-after pretext for earrying on with the war, Cbviously they viould not be
satisfied with anything less then complete destructicn of the Vietnamese armed
forces, This was further evideonced by the regime of white terror vhich ¢l 'med in-
nunerable victims in 211 the zonez undor French occupatmno '

The Dalat Prenaratory Conference.

It was in such painful juncture that there cams about at the close of April
the France~Vieinam Preparatory Conference at Dalnt. But the Dalat Discuseions
only served to bring out all the clearer the fundemental divergency of view:s be-
tween the TFrench and Vietnaunese delegations. :

Concerning the organization of the Indcchinese Federation, the Vietnamese

‘guaranteed full respect of France¥s sultural and economic interests. Bubt fnr

the French the Indochinese Foderaticn was nothing else than o political trap
calcuiated to restrict Vietnam®s intermal sovereignty on the one hand while on
the other, Vietnam was compelied under all kinds of pressure to renounce her
external sovereignty. .ith gheat insistency the French demanded that pubiic

" serviees such as Just.a.r‘e, Publie Vorks, Uedical Assistance, Customs, which are

the essentials of internal sdver n.'nty should operate as "federal® institutions:
in other words subject to direct French conirol.

With regard to the Frenech Union, France alone would be entitled to epser
into diplomati¢ relakions with foreism couniries on behalf of the countricr forming
that union, while the task of joini defense should be France's sole and e usive
concern.

It goes withoub saying thet 'hemamfs standpoint could not admit of a political
Federation which was a direct infringement of Vietnamese sovereigaby. Cor’rasting
the French claims, the Vietnamese delesation insisted on the formila call’ g fop
cconorie unity of Indochine, It also demanded a separate army and separate diplo-
matic representations against Vietrzamls offer of loyal and closest collaboration
with France in the domalne of defense and foreisn policy. DBub no agrsement could
be reached on these points,

Concerning the referendum, the Vietnam Delegation obtained no aecision Wnate
soever from the French delegztes as to how and when popular consultations were to
be held in Cochinchina. Idkewlse the crucial problem anent immediaste cessobion
of hostilities in the South was mei with the same bad faith on the part of the
French delegation who sought to slde-step the issuve. So that the Dalat Preparatozy
Conference ended without any positive decision being taken., thersupon both delew
tations decided to refer the soluticm of controversial issues to the works of a
naT Conference due to be held in the French capital within the first forinight of

Julyg

e PR
s o i e

s 5’»« TR L IDD th
i ' cLbEe Pl
‘ZHLR f oL LU LI L i\AK \ |

Approved For Release 2001/03/05 : CIA-RDP82-00457R000700550009-9




¢

., Approved For Release 2001/03/05 : CIA-RDP82-00457R006700550009-9

94015

s Mey 19 the Vietnan Parliamentary delegation enplaned for Paris and was

i on 3) Hay by President HO chi link vho was to pay a courtesy visit
Tance ., v
Sabting Up of Puppet Re-ime in Cochinchina - One day after thie Viotnam
vrosidenils aeporture, hdgizar Thierry o -Arpgenlieu sebt up a Provisiopal Government
awvier Or, lguyen van Thini: in Saigon while Cochinchina vas proclaimed an autolomous
Republic within the framewerk of the Indochinese Pederation and of the French Union.
The rresbion of this goverrment and of the Cochinchinesc Republie raises a twofold

~ From the standpoini of legality, was the French liigh Commissioner entitled
Lo pob up an autonomous ripublic and recognize 2 provisional Government of his
“un zubhority?  UObviousl; nct, for the French Goverrment and Parliament are alons
ranpetent in initlating .uch action. . ~

- From the standpoint of the lMarch 6 hgrezments, the creation of the autc-
nonous hepublic of Cocbinchina was a braszen viclation of both the letter and spirit
=i the said Arreemsnts. . )

in the [irst plac: it was an anticipation on the result of the referendum
which had not yet takin place since it aimed al splitting up this rich southern
region from the rest vi Vietnom. In the second place the creation of a puppet
regine «oing hand in hind with intensified military offensives in Cochinchina and
in South Annan brought about new aggravation cf France~Vietnam relations. Such
arbitrary action was cortainly not calculated to develop the favorable climate whith

_Article IIT of the Pre.iminary Convention proclaimed to be the prerequisite to

the opening of friendl; nepgotiations vhich were about to take place in Paris.

Confirmation of tris vams substantiated some twe weeks later vhen French troops,
taking sdvantage of Pinsident HO Chi-llinh's absence, launched o full-scale offensive
ageinst the liois Plateaux in western Annam. The atrongest protests against this
vrazen act of aggression were lodged by tha Vietnam Government, but like all the
previous ones they fuil on deaf ears. For the French aggressors the rape of tvhe
licis Plateaux had besome a 'fait acccomplif.

The Fontainebleau Coninrence snd hou it was sabotaped. ~ lisanvhile, the France-
Vietnam conforence nificis)ly opened on 2 July at Fontainebleau. In his opening
speech, Mr. FHAM v ong, head of the Viebnan Parliamentary delegation strongly
denounced these syssematin violaticas of the liarch 6 Agreements. As usual these
renswed protests went urkseded by the French and finally the Conference set to
work on the lmotby nroblras which were lefl unsolved by the Dalat Conferente,

A1l the wnile the “rench authorities in Irdochina went on unconcerned writh
rheir sabotage workws aui their policy of ascompiished facts. They ordered ri"ench
troops to provoke an e.dless series of blendy incidents as a preiuwde to the realization
=¥ their aggressive pran in northern Vietram. On the one hand they contrived now by
forde, now by ruse to cepture strategic points and areas inhabited by the Tho, Mung,
and Thai ethnic mdnorities whom they hoped to play up against Vietnam, On the other
nand they sought to sreste unilaterally an Indochinese Federation of their own pattern
at Sen-la, Phulanghsuonc; Bachinh and Tienyen vwhere live the Indochinese minorities.

Simmitaneous’y they set up in Haiphong and Hanol the so-called Federal Services
(Pederal Police, rederdl {ustoms, Federal Public Jorks, Federal Court, ettsa.) and
this ot a time vaen not oo of the delegates at the Fontaineblsau Conference had an
jnkling of jusé how the orgnnization of the federation would be like,

From the.ioregoing facls it wes obvious thal the French authorities in Indo-
china wanted &o anticipate cn the results of the Fontaineblean talks and put Viete
nam before « "falt accompli®,

This policy of accompliched facts elimnxed in the so-called Federal Conference
which vas neld on 29 July 1946 at Dalat under ihe auspices of Admiral Thierry
AtArgenlisu. There the High Commissioner®: yes-men get together and after much
speech~-riking and Llip-service to the cause of French imperialism they adopted the
oroject, of the Indochinese rederation which was tantamount te pure and simpin re-
gtoratitn of the former govermmentegeneral.

‘This produced the paradexical situwation in vhich the basic promises o the
Indochinesc Feder:tion were mode the object of tuo sepsrate conferences, t.: first
due te the initiative of the “rench Govermment and the sscond to that of the French
Hizh Lommissioner {or Indechina, ,

Suspension of the Fontainshlean Confsrence. - It stands to reason, therefore,
that if Admiral d 'Argeniicu’s sabotaqe works at Dalat were to be teken seriously, -
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the Fonbeinsblisau Conference couid ihen huve lost all its “raison dtetrei,
This point vms brousht home to the French delegation at Fontazinebleau by the
Vietnom head deletate and the Paris Conference wus subsequently called off.

The discrepancy boticen the iwo vievpoints tms too great to be easily
irened out. And since oving to France's nmddled home situation, the French
Govorment was not in o position to take a clear linc of policy toward Vietnam,
it vas {inally decided to postpone the resumption of the conference works
to a later date.

The Sirming of the liodus Vivendi.- Ilowever, informal vegotintions were not
altogether frultlsss as prior to the departure of the Vietnan delegation from
Paris, Presidont HO Chi minh signed with the Overseas France liinister the September
llodus Vivendi.

Thus it can be seen that throughout the period from 6 larch to 14 September
1946 the Vietnam Government had spared nc efforts in finding a common ground of
understanding with France on the basis of the larch 6 Agreements, Such was not
hovever the intention or desire of the French authorities in Indochina. The
mumberiess treaty~-viclations were a clear evidence of their determination to set
a% nowsht a1l attempts at rapproachement between France and Vietnam, The un-
cending gseries of "faits accomplish wore additional procf of a set policy ts sabo-
tage the works of the Fontainbleau Conference. :

CHAPTER TU0.”
1O, MOSTILITISS ERH VILLED, PRLPAKED AND CARRIED CUT

The liodus Vivendi of 14 September 1946, - The Frence-Vietnom :lodus Vivendi
provided for the set ~up o various joint cormissions in order to work out
procedural rules bearing chiefly on the cessation of hostilities ia Cochinchina,
and on financial and economic mcasures, The military commission meb for the first
time on 7 Wowvwiwer in Hanoi, Other commissions vers still being the objech of
negotiations betueen the Vietnam Government and the French High Cormissariat when
hostilities were started by the French militarists in Haiphong and Langsen,

The llaiphons Affair, - Upon assuming pover after the August Revolution, the
Vietnam Government procecded immediatoely with the rcorganization of all publie
Services. This means that since over a year amo the Vietnom Customs Services had
beon functioning regularly in the Huiphong city.

ithen the mquestion of the Indochinese Federation came up for discussions
at Dalat, the French demanded that the Customs be reorgunized as a Federal 3ervice,
This vas rejected by the Viotnam Delegation who proposed that each country of the
Federation should maintain its owun customs service while matters relating %o ex-
change, unified taxation and customs returns should be loft to the decisic of &
Joint commission to be created to this effect,

The Fontainebleau Conference was called off before this question had ~an
touched upon, But in the course of discussions on the liodus Vivendi, the F:snch
once again insisted on organising the customs on the Federsl basis., They were
met with the same opposition from the Vietnamese but a compromise solution was
reached when both parties agreed to change the expression Federal Customs” intc
"Union Customsh,

The difference betiwwen Federsl Customs and Union Customs resides in the
fact that vhile the former is to be placed under total French comtrol, the Uaion -
Customs leaves to each country of the Federation its own customs service working
in close cooperation with other countries through the medium of mixed organisms,

According to Article 6 of the llodus Vivendi the procedures for implenenting
such syctem vere to be worked out by special commission and it was perfectly normel
that pending the creation of such comnission the Vietnamese customs services should
have carried on its activities as was in the past. Bubt the French authorities
were by no means willing to abide by the provisions of the Modus Vivendi, They
were determined to restore colenial regime by force, '

On the very day (30 Qctober; when the lodus Vivendi came into force, Admiral
Thierry d *Argenlien made o lengthy spesch in the course of which he showed a moxked
reluctance to c¢all a halt to hostilities in Cochinching.

-
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On the same day the commander of the Tonkin section of the HICH (Reglment
of Leroccan Colonisl Infantry} Captain Dercourt, issued a nanecial order”
bearing on a detailed "offenslve plan? apsainst the city of Haifongs

llow hostilities werc started in Haifong and langsen. ~ As usual

hostilities were started with a series of acts of provocahion.
on 15 November the French kidnappod 18 Vietmusese including 5 police
constables.
on 17 November 5 other Vietnamese were arrested.
on 19 lovember the French seized the motor-launch Mamviet” and
a 12-ton barge at Cuu Cam. As a resuldh communications between fai~-

 fong and "wanz Yen were disrupted.

on 70 November the Freneh arrested s Chinese junk which vas asiven
due authorization by the Vietnamese Customs authorities., Vielnauwese
conatables who happened to be on the spot intervened, They were immsd-
ietely fired at wilh machine-gung from the French navy launches. A
vhile later French tanks were secn taking up battle positions in all
the main squares of the ciiy.

The ultimatums were sent by the French bese command ordering the Vietnamese
authorities to evacuate at once the Ciinese qurter, Uith the situation aggra-
vabing hourly, the Victnamese Central Liaison in Hanoi drew the attention of
the French authorities on the grave danpger vhich the atiitude of the French would
entsil,

At 1730 hours on 20 November the Vietnam Home Under-Secretaly and the dele-
gate of the Commander-in-Chief of the French troops in Horbhern Indochina, Colouel
lami, signed in lanei the cease-fire order. The order wms faithfully carried
out by, the Vietnamese High Commard but only partially by the French till midnight
20. On 21 November at 0330 hours they resumed hostilities. The tension scioe-
what decreased on the morning of 21 Hovember vith the arrival in Haifong of the
lami-lan wission.

On 23 November Colonel Debes acting upon General Valluyfs order sent Lo
the Vietnamese authorities a 3-hour ultimatum following which he lawiched a
goneral attack against laifong. Simm)taneously with the starting of hostilities
in Haifong, French troops attacked Iangsen on the Chinese border.

That responsibility for thege inclidents entirely rests with the French
suthorities in Indochina was even admitted by Frenchmen themselves, notably by
lr. Leon Noutbien, a prominent member of the French socialist party who accom-
panied Ifinister liarius loutet during the latier's fact~finding trip in Indochins.

Yr, leon Boutbien had established beyond any doubt that the present san-
guinary conflict between France and Vietnam effectively began with the attock
on Tlaifong and langsen on 20 Hovenber 1946. The treacherous attack azainst
Hanoi, the capital city of Vietwnam, on the night of 19 December 1946, was but
a logical and inevitable sequence of the initial attack on Haifong.

Hostilities in lianoi and throughout Northern Vietnam.- thile fighting vas
raging in laitong and lLangsen, the Commander-in-Chief of the French forces in
Northern Vietnam, General Morliere summoned the Vietnam Winister for Mational
Defense to carry out without delay the evacuation of llaifong and its zuburbs.
This ulbimatum was confivmed the following day, 28 November by a letter sent to
Hr, A'{8] Nguyen G’iapo :

he latteris proposal for the creation of a join! commission to study the
question was rejected by General Morllere vho gave it to understand that the
conditions laid dovm by the French Command were in conformity with specific ine
structions he had received from the French Hish Commissariat,

General Vorlisre's ultimatum coupled with the latest act of aggression to
date: the landing of French troops at Tourane, created an allepervading abtmos—
phere of nervosity and apprehension in the Yictnam capital,

Tn expectation of a general atbtack by the French army which might come ab
any time, the populntion began to evacuate the city while barricades were set
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up in Hanoi end the provinces. These precaubionary measures were made all the
mere imperative as the wave of cold-biooted murder and terrorism assumed the
sheraster of a veritable crganized criminslity. Not 2 day passed without its
neual toll of dead and vounded. Personnel of the Vietnamese constable force
and the civilian population vere rarticularly cxposed to the mardercus abtacks
of the French soldiery as strict order had been given by the Vietnamese osuthori~
ties Lo aveid all ineidents which might precipitate the jrrepaerable.

This wns token advantage of by unruly mewbers of the French army woo viould
rob, kidnap, arrest or kill Vietnamese citizens to their heart's desire and with
absolube impunity. It was admidst such stmosphare that General Valluy left Sai~
zon for laifongy vhere he met on 16 December General Morliere and Mr. Sajinteny,
Comissioner of the French Republic in Tonkin and North Annsm. On the following
day, 17 December, French tonks set out to destroy barricades in the Hang Bun Street
and abtack the headquarters of the Vielnamese self-proservation corps. The latter's
resistance afforded the french tho sought-afber prebext to brinz into play auto-
matic weapons, heavy tanks and heavy ertillery with which they razed tha uwhols
Yen 1linh distriet to the ground.

On 18 Dacember, General liorliere ordered the occupation of the Finance, Public
Viorks and Communications Buildings. Simlboncously he summened the Vietnam Govern—
ment to transfer police-duty to the French ary, to destroy all bharricades and
digarm oll solf-defense formations. To his inpossivle demands he fob no satisfaction. !
Subsecuently, hostilities went on wich a general attack of the Freneh army against
Hanol and other localities in Northern Vietnan.

Thus the French reactionary coloniallsts have succeeded in realizing their
agpressive plan., The war which they had started cver a year and a half ago in
the South is now being carried to the North in view of reconquevring Vietnam which
their cownydice had sold dowm the river to the Japanese and which bad repained its
freedom with the blood of this land’s children. .

It may be noted that the launching of hostilities in Northern Victnam was made
te time in with Lhe provisional pericd in which France found herselfl withouk a re-
sponsible governmment. The coloniallsts had to make bay whils the sun shone, and
sceordingly war was precipiteted in Northern Vietnam some two months before the
Constitubion of a regular govermment in France,

CHAPTER TII.
A AR OF COLONIAL CONUEST

Tt now remains for the French to justify the var of aggression and eaonquest
vhich they had willed, premsditated and findily carried into effect,

The Colomialistis akbtempt at Justificabion. - That their var io a b Ry
and their cause blameiess is paturally the stoclk avgument of the French yeaction—
ary colopialists and of all these whose interests it is to perpetuate the regime
of exploitation and slavery in Vietpam, They assert that theirs is a defensive wav,
a war which has been starbed and imposed upon thenm by the HO chi Minh Govermment.
In the sams breath President Remadier and his Minister for Celonies declarsd that
the present military operations in Indochina only aimed at insuring the sscurlty
of French lives who, they said, were exposed to the treacherous attacks of the
Vietminh. :

And the Vietminh which is the present government was pilloried as totalit-
arian, aggressive, extremist and what not, The Vietminh alone vag respeasible for
the var and it was the Vietminh alone that the French professed to figh: -~ nob
agzinet the Vietnaw people nor against their liberty, On the strength of thesse
swoeping assertions the French Goverpment have hocdwinked the Trench people into
a costly war and the French Parliament inbo voting a motion of confidence and milie-
tary credits for the prosecution of hostilities against Vietnam.

A Tar to Enslave Vietnam. - This, in reality, is the underlying motive hiding
behind the facade of high-sounding ideclogy and nypocritical attempts at 3elfiw
justification. The voluminous record of facis and documents are & suff .cient dama-
ging testimony to the French puilt that no furiher elaboration is needew, They have
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established beyond possibiliby of refutatlon that:

the French colonialists have systematically sabotaged all peace

. efforts, They 3%t is who heve premeditnted, prepared and ldunched-J
‘ the present hosmln,ies,
they it is who have started viar on 23 September 1945, in the Soutn;
they it is vho have wilfully viclated the lfarch 6 Agreements so ga
to prevent all possibility of understanding and rapproachemnt

_ between France and Vietnam;
they it is vho have brought var to Haifong and I.angoen on 20
Hovember 1S46, preparatorily to blowing off ths 1lid of a general
confliet throughout Vietmem by the traacherous attack on Hanol
on the nioht of 19 December 1946,

In the light of such incomtrovertible facts stands out all the cle:ver the
ludicrous absurdity of the charge that Vietnam, a weak, badly armed and badly
equipped country would have been guilby of apgression against the 150,000 French
soldiers armad to the teeth with the most up~to-date implements of war., Plain
comaon sense would suffice to make it asbundantly clear as to just who sre the
agiressors and who the vietims of aggression. A defensive war, a righteous
war of resistance in defense of the country's freedom and independence: that is
the Vietnam case. A criminal war for o criminal cause, the colonial var of con-
quost and plunder: such is the case with the French colonialists.

Even these coloninlists themselves are fully awmre of this, which fact leads
them to recourse bo lies and deceit for covering up an otherwise unjustifiable
erime, Hence their propagandisis! repeated atiempts at insinuating the presence
of Japanege in the rarnks of the Vietnam armed forces. No less a personage than
r, Paul Reynoud had proclaimed "urbi orbi% that the HO chi linh Government vos
catapulted to power by the Nipponsse fascists, Such was not the view, however; of
the most-Chrigtian fidmiral Thierry dtArgeniies who would have the world believe
that Vietnam was a hotbed of Commnism and sheuld, for that reason, be chestised
for the sake of French imperialism, '

But let us get doum to the facts, And facts establish beyond a doubi that
since 23 September 1945, the French huve beon using on a large~scale dapanese troops
anmaingt our forces, iell known also is the use of large percentage of 55 and ex~
element.s of General Rommelts Afrika Korps in the present uwar in Vietnar . Another
pertinent faet is that while the French colonialists complaisantly allewed the
Japanese to turn Indochina into a powerful operationsl base against the iillied
Nations, the Vietnam people opposed the bitieresst repression clamped doun upon
then by both the French colenialists and the Nipponese fascists,

The numsrons testimonies given to this effect by allied airmen vhe had para-
chuted in our "liberated zones", by allied officers who had fough? shoulder to
shoulder with our guerillas, by allied war correspondents and even by Frenchmen
vho had taken pert in the Resistance in Francs, should therefore be final and de-
gisive, Thus the Japaness scarecrow has proved to be a boomerang recoiling on the
very nosg of the uninbeliigent authors themselves, Failure to impube us in the
very crime of vhich they were muiliy explains vhy the French colonizlists had to
turn next to the convenient scarecrow of communism and aceuse our goverament of
being a tool of internmationnl llarwism. Indeed, there can harydly be o nore elo-
quent testimony of this new piece of falsehood than the selfwcontradiciory nature
of their own trumpedeup charges.

The HO chi Minh Government: & iiving embodiment of the Mationts will,

In other respects it may be nohed that the Government of President O chi
iMinh owes its legal existence to the umiversal sanction of the Vietnanm National
Asgenbly and the Vietrmam people whe had expressod their sovereign will 2t the
general elections of 6 Jamuary 1946,

Englobing o1l classes of the population of all walks of life, of =2 faith
and political hues; it is in the truest acceptance of the term a govornient of
national union and noticonal reconstruction. Foxr this reason there has wrystallized
around the 1O chi Minh Goverrnment an unanimity of view, comviction and purpose which
has enabled the new-born state to withstand victoriocusly a1l past difficulties and
crisis,

THER
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Such unanimity vas by no means unknovm to or unmoticed by the Trench
colonizlists. Vainly they have tried to break up our nationmal unity by
patronizing a puppset government in the so-called autonomous republic of Cochin-
ehinz, They have only suceseded in stiffening tihe will of resistance vhich has
boen sritten in letters of fire and blood on all nighways and byweys of Cochin-
china for the past year and o half. :

1f, therefore, the var in the South means anybhine to the colomialists it is in
the fact that no amount of threat or blackmeil or violsnce can over impair the
wnaminity of the Vietnam people. This was one of the reasons vhy ldinister liarius
Houtet who onee proclaimed Cochinchina a "French berritoxy” had to eat up his
ovr word and recognize in the September 1k liodus Vivendi the HO chi linh Covern~
ment a8 the only compctent awthority to negotiate with France on the cessation
of hostilities in (oehinchind . »

Tt wos an indireci toousn factual admission that the 110 chi linh Uovernment voe
the only legal representative of the popular will of the entire Vielnam people,
Such admission wae siven added weisht by the unlamented death of Dr. Nguyen ven
Thinh, Pregsident of the puppet rovernment of Cochinchina., By hanging himssld he
had ended. up his miserable career as e traitor and with him the useless farce of
the farcical "autonomous Hepublic" for Cochinchina,

lhen, therefore, the colonialists indulge in a subtle differentiation be-
tueen the Vietminh represented by the HO chi Minh Government and The Vietnam
people, one may rightfulily wonder vhy the French Government should have signed '
at all the larch Convention and the September Modus Vivendi with e government which
allegedly has no support of the people?

Again, vhen these colonialists pretend to fight appinst the Vietinh, i.e.,
the 110 chi Minh Covernment and not against the liberty of the Vietnam people, it may
be asked on which speeific occasions have they swindlsd the Vietnam people. .as
it vhen they made peace with Vietnam by negotiating with the IO chi Iiph Govern-
ment or is it when they pretend as they presently do to wege var azainst the HO
chi IMinh Government in order to meke pence with Vietnam?

A Tiar asainst the Vietnam People, -~ DBe it vhat it may the certain fact is
that 10 one in this counbry is likely to fall dups to their subtle attempts at
driving a wedge between the Vietnam people and thelr leaders. The var hes confronted
Vietnam with o decisive test and out of that test there bas been born an indissol-
uble union of all classes irrespective of sex, classes, convitiion or religion
who have ansvared unreservedly to President IO chi 1Hnh's appeal.

The herolsm displayed by our scldiers, our suerillas and our civilians and
to which due credit had been given by 21l foreign observers is additienal proof
of their implicit confidence in the HO chi Minh Goverament. It is alse an indi-
cation that they are not fignting for any parbiculiar party or interest; they are
firhting for something of first and foremost concern to them: thelr ovn right
+o ba free, their owm freedom now being in jeopardy.

That sgainst the alien despoilers a vhole pecple have risen up in arms to
defend their very existence is, for the French Government, a very unpalatable fadt,
the aravity of which must be belittled and its dire consequences minimized,

Time and apain efforts were made by Admiral d'firgenlien and linister iloutct
in presenting their full-scale war as nothing but "police operations”, should have
necessitated an amy of 150,000 strong, an imposing array of planes, tanks, guns,
and super-dreadnoughts, and last but not least, o militery credit costing the
French taxpayers some 10 billion francs. Figures have thelr eloguence. Judging
by the stupendous means thus throwm into the fray, it is clear that the French
Government has astaked its all on a full-scale war of colonial conquest against
Vietnam, By taldng up arms to fight off aggression under the leadership of the
10 chi finh Government, the Vieknan people have thus demonstrated their will to
be a free and untramelied existence and their determination to defend that exis-
tence vhaotever the costs,

s
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CIAPTIR IV. B 4
VE VAT 'BACE.

Llthough war hes beon imposed upon the Vietnan people who hove against their - !
own will to resort to amms in order to safegusird their nationnl existence, yot
they sarnestly desire pence,

vle want peace for the primary reason thal peace we need and peace we must
have in order to reconstiuct the ccuntry that has been ravaged und bled vhite by ;
80 years of colonial exploitation, treason and war.

tle want peace because the present bloodshed between France and Vietnam is
vholly ummrranted, unnecsasary, and because both peoples are convinced that peace,

a just and honorable peace viould viork to muiual profits and interests of the two
countries, :

But peace is not to be had since the colonialists are bent upon restering
their vested interests by the sword. Here agein this technique is the same:
to shift the blame on the shuliders of Viotnamese leaders by depicting them as
blocd-thirsty extremists whese concern it is to reject a peaceful setilement of ﬁ
the conflict. i

Facts, hovever, huve their ovm tale: from 1Y Decembor 1946, to 5 larch 1947,
President {10 chi !"inh has sent to the French Govermment, the French Hatiopal ‘
Assembly, the French prople and variousz top-draver I‘rem:h personslities no less
than 1) messages, telcgrams and appeals, all of which expresged but one msistent.
wish: a peaceful solution of the present bloodshed.

17 Decenber 19461 President KO cihi linh appealed to lir, leon Dlum in favor
of &n immediate cessaiion of hostilities,

22 December 1944: Addressing the psople of France, of Vietnwmn, and of the
Alided Mations, the Vietnam leader voiced anew his desire for peace,

1 Jamuary 1947: President MO chi Iinh invited the French Government and
people to end at once the fratricidel var,

How 'finister larius i‘outet sourht to evade the issue. ~ late on, Decembsr 1946,
the French Overseas [linister, lir. Liarius loutet, was churged by his government with

a fact-finding mission in Indochina, Upont his landing in Salf_,cn and still umcqumted
with the facts he had yet to ferret out he sweepingly accused the Viebtnai Covern-
ment of being responsiblie for the war anc glibly spoke of "repression®, of o "Lest
of wtrength,

In his New Year message, President HG chi llnh officially invibted the [rench
Overseas lMinister to mset hiwm in Hanoi, Had he accepted the offer, there night
have veen a chince of the prusent sonflict reaching a peaceful settlement. DBut
Hr. Loutet vho did not. cume to lanoi left the city 24 boura later without :zeing
the Vietnam Presldcquo Upon rexching Saigon, he hastencd to disclaim any lmouledse ;
of President HO chi Uinhis invitation. HHis owm evasiveness showved that he had i
deliberately ignsred the unique opportunity offered him to bring the Franco~Victnam
Var to an end,

How the Ramadier Govermment songht to svade the ispue. ~ On 26 Jamary 1947,
consecutively Lo the formation of the 13,8t govcsrnmcnt of the 4th French Republic,

President 110 chi Minh told President Heradier in his congratulatory nweosages
«eoMle deuire peace, 2 just and honorable peace for both France and
Vietnan. ‘Je.deplovre the accumlated ruins and bloodshed.?
But the appeal went unhceded. On 1 trch, President HO chi Inh azain wreue bo
the French Government and people:
Wrhe Vietnan people desire mothing elee than their independence uznd
unity within the frasework of the French Union and pledge to respest
Francet!s cultural and econcitic inbterests in Vietnam. Ve want an equib-
able peace honoring both France and Vietnam!! :
Finally vhen the Indochinese problem came up for diuscussions at the Trench ltional
Assembly, President HO ehi Ilinh sent another peace messoge vhich ended as Jollows:
e want out countryts independence and territorial integrity. ‘e
want to collaborate with “he French people in the French Union. e vant
peace in order to reconstruct the country. It behooves the French Parlia-
ment, people and Government to call a-halt to this disastrous and frotri-
cidal war.
"The United States have recognized the Philippines! independence., Englarmd

.
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has recognized India‘ts independence. France the chempion of the
couse of frecdom owss it to herself to make a similar gesture in
favor of Vietnam.

"Znough French and Victnamese bloed has been shed, The war must
nobt contimme o day lonmer, Je are ready to make peace, It only
requires of the French Parliament and people to make & move..."

And what vas the French ansver to these repeated appeals for peace?

Spealding before the French National Assembly, liinister lioutet expressed doubd
over the authenticity of President HO chi lfinh's letters. And in order to gide-
step embarrasing questions he could not answer, he naively vondered if the Vietnam
laader vould still be alive or if he would still be free.

In the meantime the French National Assenbly passed the motion of confidence
in the governnent and voted a 10-billiion militery credit for the prosecation of
hostilitise in Victnam. Thue to a sincere mesbure for peace the French Ik.tional
Asserbly ond the lamedier Government answered with an act of war in utter contempt of
the express will of 2/3 Frenchmen and vomen who overvhelmingly condemn the var of colow
nial conquest and plunder,

However, undeterred in ito indefatiguable efforts for peave, the Vietnsnm Govern-
ment reneved through duly accredited representatives in Paris its peace offer to the
French Government, On the pretence that the Vietnam permencnt delegation in Paris
could not act on behalf of the Vietnam Goversnment, the peace offer was agein brushed
aside vhile the deputy-chief of the delegation, lr. Duongbach lizi, was arrested for no
other resson than his being a former leader to the Resistance movenment in Cochinchina.

In spite of his official status as a member of the Vietnam delepation to the
Dalst and Fontaineblesu Conferences = vwhich status had until then been recognized by
the French Govermment itself - Mr. Duong bach liai was thrown inte prison and later de-
ported to Djibouti where he is presently being kept under military custody. {Shanghai
Note: See previous reports for further information on lal and his arrest) .

This was the latest high-handed action to date, all of which vent te show that
pending realization of the so-called "military decision® the French Gevermmesdt is in no
mood to allow peace to return to Vietnam. For the colonialists peacs can oniy be had
unbil it is a peace to be dictated at bayonet-points, .

The Peace that iie .ant. A just peace based on Vietnamts Nationsl independence
and uniLy vithin the framevork of the French Unlon, such ig our aspiration and such is
also our inalienable rights solemnly susranteed by the United Nationst Charter,

In those black days when she lay low and Fforlorn under the iron heels of Naridem,
France had experienced the bitterness and humiliation of alien rule. At no time s
there a nore foreceful realization creeping into French mind thabt no sacrifices vere gres
enough for the cause of freedom and independence. So is Vietnamts innermost convichion
today. Like the French people, the Vietnanese cherish thelr independence and are pre~
pared to aceept all sacrifices to keep freedom alive in thelr country.

The Allied MNations had fought for the same freedoms which as stated in the
Atlantic Charter, should benefit all peoples, big or smoll; and siiuld be the all-under-
lying principle remulating international relations.

Tn the spirlt of this principle, tbe United States of America have recognized
the Philippines’ independencs, Iikewise Zngland has pledged early independence to
Indis and Durma. But France alone stild fails to live up to this principle. France
alone still refuses to recognize Vietnum's independence. France's loaders iviy pro-
fess to respect our frecdom but that does not prevent apn intensification of hwostilities
and deliberate attempts at annihileting frecdom,

If for these colonial diehards, independence is but an empby wovd; for mw 1b im
a fact ond 2 fact to be made into a living reality,

This means in the first respect full sovereignby rights both at home and abroad
if Vietnom®s independence is Lo be real, effective and not a sham,

Secondly, Vietnantc independence is made conditional upon her territorial integrity.
There can be no question of splitting up Cochinchina from the rest of Vietnam either by
violence or by political machinations such as the setting up of puppel regime and insti-
tutions in the South., Cochinechina iz Vietnamese Lervitory, It is in President Ho
chi Minh®s om words "the flesh of our flesh and the bone of ocur bonest, .

As to Vietnamts participation in the Franch Union, it depends on whether or no
the French Govermment is willing Lo recognize this country’s independence and unity
with adequate military and diplomatic rights, Our wiews, now as alvays is that the
Frensh Union should not be a palitieal) formnla hiding vuder the sloak of s Federal
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system, a seb premeditation to eliminate what to us ore-the essentials of Ireedom.
For shouwld it be ceveloped into a mechanism for exertiny predominant political
and vconomiec infhiences over the people and resources of this country .

The French Uniom, il it ig to be zcceptable Lo Viebnam, shouid be as defined
in Lhe Prearble of the French Uonstitution: "a free assoclation of peoples
enjoving equal rights?. This msans that if Vietnam sceepts the prineiple guaran-
teeing full respect of France's leglitimute influences in Vietnam it is cqually
trae that imperizlis d vesLed intevests mmst yield to the right of independeice.

Therefore on Lhe conditions vhereby Viebnam can effectively rociize hew
nopes and aspirations wi Lo loyad, wLorpal coilaboration vith :
French Union. A

WNOE QI
peh Union will depond upen gul

A END

. -4

e on which resbs Lhe possl :

thaot wing bhis the o E

e v present course of action whdch hos ot so fa :

them any material profit in spite of nearly two years of war in Vi g

el 5 . ve g e T o
Th i move tho

Vietnamess nave o
suel vieor and ave so deariy appreciated that to obliterate th
A

a matter of expediency. Yor i
B K that their freedoins have

I
£

taeks . )

ferein lie Vietpamts strength and her roek-like comviction in the final }
wmph of ber cauce, .
E

It is a just cauce. . ]
h is worth fighting and dying for.
Tt st and will triwsph for, as resident HO chi Mink hod once prociaimed,

"history contains po recovd of & just cause vhrich doos not, bLriumph In the end”.
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